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the intimate friend of Washington, and no lisp was ever heard, that 
he did not do his duty as a soldier and a patriot. Is the page of 
history to be blackened by a disgraceful censure on such a man, 
because in an evil hour he took charge of an expedition, the ulti- 
mate failure of which no human sagacity, or wisdom, or courage 
could have prevented ? Are the services of a life to be blotted out 
by the mistakes of a day, or is the fair fame of a hero of the Revolu- 
tion to be sacrificed forever to screen the faults of those, whose 
negligence or want of foresight contributed, as much as anything, to 
the disasters into which he fell ? We are no apologists for the indis- 
cretion, or the errors of General Hull ; he may have committed 
these like other men ; but we protest, and every American at this 
day ought to protest, against having this transaction recorded as a 
part of our history, unaccompanied with that strong disapprobation, 
which the justice of the case imperiously demands. 



3. — Mercantile Penmanship reduced to a regular System of 
Chirographic Drawing, the Letters classed according to 
Similarity and Simplicity, and elementary Words ranged 
upon the perpendicular Column. By Allison Wrifford. 
New York. 1824. 

If the value of an art may be allowed to bear any proportion to 
the extent of its use, few can claim a higher rank than that of 
Chirography. It has been called the ' soul of commerce, the 
picture of the past, the regulator of the future, and the messenger 
of thought.' Since this art is so universal, and comes so perpetu- 
ally before the eyes of all classes of society, why should not a 
beautiful hand writing be deemed among the most desirable accom- 
plishments in a finished education ? To write legibly is necessary, 
but taste, elegance, and beauty of execution seem to be much less 
sought after in this, than in many of the sister arts, where the 
utility is much less, and where skill deserves not higher commend- 
ation. It is somewhere said, that a beautiful specimen of penman- 
ship is ' a speaking picture ;' and like other pictures it will gratify 
the eye, and add to the sum of refined enjoyment, in exact propor- 
tion to the degree of perfection with which it is executed. To 
copy the objects of nature on canvass is no doubt a useful and 
elegant exercise of the imagination and judgment, but the taste is 
hardly more improved by it, or the faculties better disciplined, than 
in forming with grace and ease, as the fancy may dictate, those 
lines of speaking beauty and meaning, which tell of thoughts never 
to be uttered by the mute voice of nature, or shadowed forth by its 
jrmst varied images. 
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To those, who have marked the progress of improvement for the 
last twenty years in the art of teaching, the labors of Mr Wrifford 
are not unknown ; and such persons will duly estimate the value 
and importance of the work, whose title is placed at the head of 
these remarks. By the most unremitting exertions, the author has 
successfully combated the obstinate prejudices in favor of the old 
methods of teaching Chirography, and introduced one founded on 
scientific principles, the only means by which certain success can 
be reasonably expected. 

He introduces his subject by a preface, in which are imbodied 
many valuable observations, the result of his own experience. We 
fully concur with him, that ' the nature and true character of Chiro- 
graphy, or writing, has been overlooked, and the application of 
systematic principle and mode of instruction in its practical attain- 
ment, has been disregarded by the ingenious and scientific for 
ages. Our predecessors have, from time out of memory, and 
down to the present day, viewed and taught writing as an act to 
be acquired by the '•' mere dint of practice ;" and governed by these 
delusive impressions, they have caused large and small text hand 
to be taught in schools, and to be written year after year by the 
same scholar, in the vain hope, that this course of practice, which 
was, and is pursued without motive or definite direction, would 
eventually, some how or other, lead to a useful style for common 
buisness.' These views are just. The light of science should be 
resorted to in all cases, where it can be effectually applied. Method 
and system are essential to rapid attainment and permanent im- 
pression ; and from Mr Wrifford's thorough investigation of the 
elements and practical details of his favorite art, it cannot be 
denied, that he has developed principles, formed combinations, and 
deduced results, which greatly facilitate the means of acquiring a 
ready and beautiful hand writing. 

This is an art, which, of course, cannot be reduced to positive 
rules, because these rules, although founded on science, must be 
modified by principles of taste, upon which no two persons will 
perfectly agiee ; but as far as any system can be made a general 
standard, we should suppose that Mr Wrifford's experience, judg- 
ment, and good taste as a chirographer, better entitle his practical 
system to hold this rank, than any other with which we are ac- 
quainted. The work does not want ' the testimony of hundreds of 
the most distinguished citizens of America, who have examined the 
merits of the plan, and tested [?] its efficacy by experience in their 
own families.' To this testimony we cheerfully add that of out- 
own observation, having witnessed instances in which quite adult 
pupils, under Mr Wrifford's management, have improved with a 
rapidity approaching the marvellous. This success, however, is 
probably owing as much to the skill of the teacher, as to the excel- 
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lence of the system. Mr Wrifford, by long habit, and perhaps a 
peculiar original aptitude, seems to possess that happy secret in all 
successful instruction, of seizing those moments, when the attention 
of the pupils can be caught and effectively operated upon. 

Our limited space will not allow us to enter into a general detail 
of the interesting particulars, relating to the author's method of 
instruction ; nor could we, if so disposed, lay before the reader 
anything like a just view to be derived from inspecting the method, 
as taught under his own direction. The style of his composition 
is peculiar, sometimes eccentric, and not always in good taste, yet 
these defects can detract nothing from the merit of his system, nor 
from his reputation, as an excellent, successful, and thoroughly 
practised teacher oi' Chirography. The elegance and beauty of the 
drawings, which accompany the work, afford complete proof, that 
he has spared neither pains nor expense to render it the most finish- 
ed of the kind, which has come before the public. 



4. — A Summary View of America, comprising a Description of 
the Face of the Country, and of several of the principal 
Cities ; and Remarks on the social, moral, and political 
Character of the People ; being the Result of Observations 
and Inquiries during a Journey in the United States. By 
An Englishman. 8vo. pp. 503. London. 1824. 

So much abuse and folly have been published in England, in 
books purporting to be travels in the United States, and so much 
ignorance and stupidity, as well as unfairness, have been palmed 
upon the public in the works of this description, that all interest for 
them seems to have died away, even with the most inquisitive and 
reading part of the community. It is mainly on this consideration 
of the subject, that we can account for the fact of the ' Summary 
View' not having been published -in this country, although it issued 
from the press more than a year and a half ago in England, and is 
on the whole written with as much candor, as any person could be 
supposed to have towards a foreign country, and evidently contains 
the results of close observation, and no small degree of knowledge. 
To those, who judge only from experience of the past, this will be 
thought to be saying a great deal in favor of an English traveller in 
America, but as great an anomaly as it may seem, we nevertheless 
think, that this meed of approbation is at least due to the ' English- 
man,' who has favored us with the volume under notice. And we 
will add, moreover, that, in spite of his prejudices, which it some- 
times costs him a hard struggle to keep down, he writes with as 
good a spirit, and with as open a disposition to learn the reality, 
and report it fairly, as any American could reasonably desire. 
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